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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA
CRIMINAL DIVISION "X"

CASE NO.:

2016CF005507AXX

STATE OF FLORIDA

v.
NOUMAN KHAN RAJA,
Defendant.

- - - - - - - - - - - - -I
DEFENDANT'S MOTION TO MODIFY CONDITIONS OF IN HOUSE ARREST
Defendant, NOUMAN KHAN RAJA, by and through his undersigned attorney, moves this
Court for an Order modifying conditions of In House Arrest and in support of this Motion,
Defendant would state as follows:
1.

On June 1, 2016 after an approximately 7 month investigation, Defendant Nouman

Raja was charged by Information with Manslaughter by Culpable Negligence and Attempted First
Degree Murder with a Firearm.
2.

A first appearance was held on June 2, 2016. By agreement between the State and

Defense, Defendant was released on $250,000 surety bond and In House Arrest with a GPS Monitor
with the following special conditions:
a. Surrender passport (done in open Court on June 2, 2016);
b. No Contact with any members or representatives of the Jones Family;
c. No Contact with the Palm Beach Gardens Police Department;
d. No possession of any firearms;
e. Surrender all firearms (which was done); and
f. No employment utilizing law enforcement certification or any employment as a
police officer.
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Mr. Raja has fully complied with these requirements.
3.

By approving this agreement, the Court determined that these conditions satisfied the

two purposes of bond in a criminal case:
(1) to ensure the appearance of a criminal defendant at subsequent proceedings;
and
(2) to protect the community from unreasonable danger from defendant.

Patterson v. Neuman, 707 So.2d 946 (Fla 4th DCA 1998).
4.

By agreeing to these conditions, the State likewise agreed that the two purposes of

bond were satisfied.
5.

The purpose ofrelease pending trial - or for that matter incarceration pending trial -

is only to satisfy the two conditions of Florida law as set forth in Patterson v. Neuman. Supra. It
is NOT to punish the accused.
6.

In addition to the standard house arrest rules permitting defendant to go to his

attorney's office, to court and to doctor appointments, defendant is authorized to drive to work,
attend religious services, get gas for his vehicle, get his hair cut, take his children to school/camp,
and work in the yard of his home for two (2) hours each week.
7.

As of the filing of this Motion, Defendant has been on house arrest for thirty-one (31)

months. Defendant has fully complied with all conditions of the bond set by the Court and with all
the conditions of House Arrest. He has had no violations of any kind.
8.

Defendant and his wife, Karine Raja, are the parents of two young children; a 7 year

old son and a 9 year old daughter. Throughout the thirty (31) months of house arrest defendant has
been permitted in his back yard and patio to participate in their birthday celebrations. A specific
request to attend his daughter's dance recital at her elementary school was denied by this Court.
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9.

Defendant's son has recently started attending therapy sessions with a Licenced

Mental Health Professional, Autumn Quiles. Ms. Quiles is of the opinion that due to the nature of
the counseling, it is imperative that defendant attend the sessions and participate in the family
counseling parts of the therapy.

If permitted to attend, defendant will provide all requested

information to Deputy Jones in advance of the session(s).
10.

On February 19, 2019 Defendant's son's class is hosting a "Dining with Dads" event

at the elementary school beginning at approximately 10:20 a.m., and concluding at approximately
12 noon. The defendant is desirous of attending this event.
11.

Additionally, defendant's mother-in-law currently picks up both children from school

at 4:00 p.m., each day and brings them back to her home which is located in the same neighborhood
as the Raja's home. Currently, Mrs. Raja picks the kids up on her way home from work at
approximately 6:30/6:45 p.m. Mr. Raja's work day ends at 5pm and ifhe were permitted to pick
the kids up on his way home, they would arrive home approximately one (1) hour earlier each day.
It would be beneficial for the children as it would allow them to eat dinner earlier each evening,
finish and/or review homework earlier, and to spend one on one time with their Father each night.
12.

In addition to the requests above related to defendant's daughter and son, defendant

would request permission to do the following:
a.

Visit with his mother, Shahnaz Raja, who remains in a rehabilitation center

while recovering from a Stroke and Brain Hemorrhage that occurred in May of 2018.

The

Rehabilitation Center is located in West Palm Beach. Defendant would request that he be permitted
to visit his mother one time each week for one hour.
b.

Defendant's home is in need of significant repairs to its roof, pool, and
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windows. Additionally, defendant has recently been notified by the Home Owners Association that
his patio and driveway must be pressure cleaned. Defendant is capable of making all the necessary
repairs to his home but cannot complete everything necessary within the two hour window each
week that is currently allotted. Defendant would request that his house arrest be modified to allow
him to be within the curtilage of his property while on house arrest. Defendant and his wife cannot
afford to hire contractors to do this work.
c.

Defendant would request permission to grocery shop one (1) time per week

at the Publix closest to his home.
d.

Defendant would request permission to shop for personal items including

clothes for his upcoming trial. Defendant would request that he be authorized two (2) shopping trips
each for 90 minutes which should be sufficient time for him to buy the personal items and clothing
that he currently needs.
e.

Defendant would request permission to set up an appointment at Guardian

Credit Union to deal with financial and banking issues. Defendant believes that all matters can be
handled during a one (1) hour appointment at the Credit Union.
f.

Finally, Defendant would request a one time visit to his Father's grave.

Defendant's Father is buried in West Palm Beach. Defendant request one (1) hour plus appropriate
travel time to visit the grave and should the Court permit the visit, defendant will provide the
cemetery address to House Arrest.
13.

Co-Counsel for Defendant, Rick King, contacted the State for their position on these

requests on January 28, 2019. On January 3 0, 2019 Assistant State Attorney Adrienne Ellis advised
via email that "we object to all the restriction changes requested."
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WHEREFORE, for the reasons set forth above, Defendant, NOUMAN K. RAJA,
respectfully requests that this Honorable Court enter an Order Granting this Motion.

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true copyhereofhas been electronically provided to BRIAN
FERNANDES, ESQ., (bfernandes@sa15.org), Office of the State Attorney, ADRIENNE ELLIS,
ESQ., (aellis@sa15.org) Office of the State Attorney, SCOTT N. RICHARDSON, ESQ., CoCounsel for Raja, (snr@scottnrichardsonlaw.com) and to RICK KING., ESQ., Co-counsel for Raja,
(rickk@pbcpba.org) on this 4th day of February, 2019.
Respectfully submitted,

RICHARD G. LUBIN, P.A.
707 North Flagler Drive
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
Telephone: 561-655-2040
Facsimile: 561-655-2182
Email: defense@lubinlaw.com
Attorneys for Defendant

By: /s/ Richard G. Lubin
RICHARD G. LUBIN
Fla. Bar No. 182249
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