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OFFICIAL MINUTES 

OF THE 


VALUE ADJUSTMENT BOARD (VAB) 

PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA 


ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

AUGUST 13, 2024 

TUESDAY 
9:00A.M. 

COMMISSION CHAMBERS 
WEISMAN GOVERNMENTAL CENTER 

MEMBERS: 

Commissioner Michael Barnett, Chair 

Commissioner Sara Baxter, Vice Chair 

School Board Member Edwin Ferguson 

Citizen Member lnella Odom-Williams (Appointed by School Board) 

Citizen Member Elizabeth Accomando (Appointed by the BCC) 


1. CALL TO ORDER 

The chair called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. 

A. ROLLCALL 

Present: Commissioner Barnett, Commissioner Baxter, Elizabeth 
Accomando, and lnella Odom-Williams 

Absent: Edwin Ferguson 

(CLERK'S NOTE: Frank Barbieri attended and served as a member in place of Edwin 
Ferguson.) 

STAFF PRESENT: 
Alyssa Berg, Deputy Clerk, Clerk of the Circuit Court & Comptroller 
Radcliffe Brown, Chief Operating Officer, Finance, Clerk of the Circuit Court & Comptroller 
Liana Figueroa, Finance Services Manager, Board Services, Clerk of the Circuit Court & 
Comptroller 
Felicia Landerman, Treasurer, Investments, Clerk of the Circuit Court & Comptroller 
Lisa Supan, Finance Services Assistant Manager, Board Services, Clerk of the Circuit 
Court & Comptroller 
Aaron Thalwitzer, Esq., VAB Legal Counsel 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
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The members recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

2. PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

A. APPOINTMENT OF VAS COUNSEL 

MOTION for the VAB Board to approve the Amended and Restated Legal Agreement 
between Palm Beach County VAB and Aaron Thalwitzer, Esq., pursuant to Section 
194.015, F.S., and Rule 12D-9.013(1 ), Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.). 

MOTION for the VAS Board to approve the Amended and Restated Legal Agreement 
between Palm Beach County VAS and Aaron Thalwitzer, Esq. Motion by 
Commissioner Baxter, seconded by Elizabeth Accomando, and carried 5-0. 

3. PROOF OF PUBLICATION 

MOTION TO RECEIVE & FILE Proof of Publication No. 10405557 for Notice of VAB 
Meeting in the Palm Beach Post. 

MOTION to receive and file the proof of publication. Motion by Commissioner 
Baxter, seconded by Elizabeth Accomando, and carried 5-0. 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION TO APPROVE the minutes of the March 14, 2024, and March 28, 2024, VAB 
meetings. 

MOTION to approve the March 14, 2024, and the March 28, 2024, VAS minutes. 
Motion by Elizabeth Accomando, seconded by Commissioner Baxter, and carried 
5-0. 

5. CONSIDERATION OF MATTERS REQUIRED BY RULE 12D-9.013 

A. MOTION TO ADOPT R-2024-1 of the VAB implementing the authorization 
provided in Chapter 194.013, F.S., to require a $15 filing fee for applicable petitions filed 
with the Clerk to the Board. 

B. MOTION TO RECEIVE AND FILE Memo regarding Local Procedures / 
Amendment to Reconsideration Process. 

C. MOTION TO ADOPT the Local Administrative Procedures. VAB Legal Counsel 
Aaron Thalwitzer, Esq. 

D. MOTION TO RECEIVE AND FILE VAB Legal Counsel's Prehearing Checklist 
Memorandum of August 5th , 2024. 
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E. MOTION TO RECEIVE & FILE Memo regarding 2024 Value Adjustment Board 
Clerk Contact Information dated August 13, 2024, and Memo regarding 2024 Value 
Adjustment Board Members Information. 

F. MOTION TO RECEIVE & FILE Memo regarding Compliance with Rule 12D­
9.013(1) dated August 5th, 2024. 

MOTION to adopt R-2024-1 of the VAB; receive and file the memo regarding Local 
Procedures / Amendment to Reconsideration Process; adopt the Local 
Administrative Procedures; receive and file the VAB Legal Counsel's Prehearing 
Checklist Memorandum; receive and file the memo regarding 2024 VAB Clerk 
Contact Information and the memo regarding 2024 VAB Members Information; and 
receive and file the memo regarding Compliance with Rule 12D-9.013(1 ). Motion by 
Commissioner Baxter, seconded by Elizabeth Accomando, and carried 5-0. 

6. APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL MAGISTRATES TO THE VAB 

A. MOTION TO RECEIVE AND FILE appointment of special magistrates to the 
VAB. In accordance with 12D-9.010, special magistrates were selected from a list 
maintained by the Board Clerk. The posting was advertised, and applicants were 
reviewed by VAB Legal Counsel. Selections were made based upon qualifications and 
experience. 

B. MOTION TO APPROVE the appointment of the attorney special magistrates, the 
appointment of the Real Property appraiser special magistrates, and the appointment of 
the Tangible Personal Property appraiser special magistrates. 

C. MOTION TO APPROVE the special magistrate form agreement; and 

D. MOTION TO APPROVE authorization for Chair to execute agreement for each 
appointed special magistrate effective August 13, 2024. 

MOTION to receive and file the appointment of special magistrates to the VAB; 
approve the appointment of the attorney special magistrates; approve the special 
magistrate form agreement; and approve the authorization for the chair to execute 
the agreement for each appointed special magistrate effective August 13, 2024. 
Motion by Commissioner Baxter, seconded by Frank Barbieri. 

Mr. Thalwitzer recommended that a real property special magistrate applicant not be 
selected due to issues with his untimely and incomplete submission as well as lack of 
responsiveness to requests from staff. 

Ms. Supan provided clarification regarding the identity of the applicant. She also noted 
that the individual had not been included in the memorandum. 

UPON CALL FOR A VOTE, the motion carried 5-0. 
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7. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Property Appraiser Dorothy Jacks highlighted the potential ramifications of approving Item 
5.B, which concerned an amendment to the reconsideration process. Additionally, she 
expressed a desire for her office to be involved in deliberations regarding potential 
changes and their implications for taxpayers. She also noted that Palm Beach County's 
reconsideration process differed from that in several other large counties. Ms. Jacks 
stated that the reconsideration process was intended to focus on procedural issues. 

Commissioner Baxter asked for clarification regarding the amendment and the current 
process for reconsideration. 

Mr. Thalwitzer provided an overview of the proposed amendments and the existing 
process. He also solicited feedback from the VAB regarding two additional proposed 
amendments. The first would require that a granted reconsideration request be heard by 
the same magistrate who had originally heard the petition. The second would change the 
reconsideration process so that reconsideration requests were heard by special 
magistrates rather than by the VAB. 

At Commissioner Baxter's request, Ms. Jacks provided additional information about the 
proposed changes. She stated that allowing special magistrates to hear reconsideration 
requests would make the process more efficient. Ms. Jacks also discussed the proposal 
that any granted reconsideration request return to the original special magistrate. She 
expressed concern that the requirement could create logistical challenges that would 
complicate the process. 

Commissioner Baxter stated that she did not agree with the proposal that would require 
a granted reconsideration request to be heard by the original special magistrate. She 
also requested clarification regarding the proposed change that would have special 
magistrates hear reconsideration requests instead of having the requests heard by the 
VAB. 

Ms. Accomando and Mr. Barbieri agreed with the concerns raised by Commissioner 
Baxter. 

Discussion continued, and staff provided additional details about the reconsideration 
process. In response to a question posed by Ms. Supan, the Board confirmed that it was 
adopting the amended recommendation process as outlined in the memorandum in Item 
5.B. 

8. STAFF COMMENTS 

Ms. Supan thanked the Board and stated that staff looked forward to the upcoming 
season. 
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9. BOARD COMMENTS 

Mr. Barbieri stated that he planned to propose a change that would allow any School 
Board member to attend as a representative at VAB meetings. 

10. ADJOURNMENT 


At 9:38 a.m., the chair declared the meeting adjourned. 


"If a person decides to appeal any decision made by this Board with respect to any matter 
considered at this meeting or hearing, he will need a record of the proceedings, and that, 
for such purpose, he may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is 
made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be 
based." 

ATTESTED: APPROVED: 
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